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Cussin' on campus
also gives ..· ~"~tg~l'rrn
. rnrrr-rmtTv-i:mra+~iint~;:!!r
character."
GSU students are coached by the Career Services
on proper interview etiquette, all for free, to insure
the best chance to snag a job.
Concerning the use of foul language in an
interview, Jessica Specht, a GSU Career Counselor
cautions, "Ajob interview is
your first and most important
impression. In that interview you
are trying to convey your good
communication skills,
appropriate social skills, and
good team orientation. Foul
language could completely
negate that image. Interviews
should be professional, and foul
is not professional."
In addition, functions such as the business
etiquette luncheon that Ryan O'Neill of the Phoenix
reported on in the April 3 issue further enables
students of all ages and backgrounds to stand out as
a professional in various situations. O'Neil wrote,
"Everyone left the business etiquette luncheon
learning that even the simplest aspects of proper
etiquette are important." 0 'Neil also wrote,
"Companies look for how potential employees listen,
look and move."
Opinions from the student body shed light on the
attitudes surrounding language used in public. Liam
Ryan, a GSU student, said "I do not know if I use it

By Rosemary Nowicki
Contributing Writer
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Language spicier than the cafeteria's jalapeno
poppers is being used by some Governors State
University students and faculty.
It is plain there is recognition from the upper
echelon of a definite problem
of civility while trying to
maintain a peaceful
environment on campus. Two
notices positioned at the
basketball court entrance warn
of obscenity penalties both on
the court and off. One is an
inter-office memo concerning
civility by everyone, staff,
vendors, patrons etc. This
cites how respect embodies the GSU mission
statement. The other, posted on red cardstock, spells
out the word obscenity dispelling any doubt of the
consequences.
The letters to the editor policy by Phoenix
Editor-in-Chief Melissa Hall references the writing
problem. In the policy, Hall states, "Any letter that is
deemed inappropriate, offensive, vulgar, or in any
way not fit for publication will not be published in
the Phoenix."
Kayla Randolph-Clark, GSU Student Senate
Trustee Elect, summed it up in her article on student
civility in the April 3 issue of the Phoenix. Randolph
wrote, "How someone interacts with others not only
determines the outcome of those interactions, but
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Pictured: Anti-drug activist and former
Chicago drug kingpin John Cappas.
Photo courtesy of Danny Romeo

By Danny Romeo
Contributing Writer
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As a society, are we willing to
invest financial resources to
decrease recidivism? When that
question is asked in such a vague
format, the public would mostly
agree. It is assumed the logical
step would be to spend more
money for additional prison space
and keep prisoners incarcerated
for longer periods of time to

reduce the rate of recidivism.
However, when it is proposed
that money should be used to
educate and improve working
skills of prisoners, the response
most likely would be different.
Have we as a culture short-sided
our options to diminish the rate of
recidivism?
John Cappas, a former drug
kingpin in Chicago and current
anti-drug activist, recently spoke
to a group of students enrolled in
Restorative Justice and
Community Justice classes at
Governors State University.
Cappas began his presentation by
explaining that he was the leader
of an illegal drug enterprise for
approximately two years in the
late 1980s in Chicago's south
suburban area. He was arrested,
convicted, and sentenced to a 45
year prison term. While in prison,
Cappas aggressively worked on
his appeal, which led to the
reduction of his sentence to 15

•
VlStn
years .
Appreciating the fact that he
would not be released from prison
until he was in his late 60's,
Cappas started working on a plan
to make himself a productive
member of society upon his
release from prison. Cappas used
Pell grants to earn his Bachelors
degree in business administration,
with a minor in psychology from
the University ofWisconsin.
Cappas also earned his culinary
certification and eventually
became a teacher to new prison
students entering the program.
Once Cappas was released
from prison, he began working in
the auto industry as a salesperson
and then as a financial officer,
achieving a respectable salary.
Cappas eventually left the auto
industry and purchased a hot dog
stand, putting into practice the
culinllry skills he acquired in
Continued on pg 5
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Graduation inspiration

Kay/a Randolph-Clark
Contributing Writer &
GSU Student-Trustee Elect
Amazingly, I left the 2013
U Commencement Ceremony
ly unscathed; after
IJ:lH.tuu.•5 dozens of collars on
a.uula.lo;:, robes, I didn't prick my
•-t•nn<>r even once. I guess it was
fortunate that all of the
au''"'''"~ I pinned were able to
the platform without a
as well.
Many of my colleagues in
Dual Degree Mentor
gram joined me in
lunteering at Saturday's
'-"'H-'U._, ..... vu. We pinned collars
caps, buttoned hoods,
•"-'"~'u_,..,u rooms, placed programs,
even cheered on graduates
the processional began.
it was a rewarding
to assist GSU

Education and the College of
Health and Human Services,
Student Commencement
Speaker and veteran Michael
Griffin shared some of his GSU
experiences, many of which we
all share as students, and he
reminded us to value the bonds
we've made with others while
attending the university.
Honorary degree recipient,
Maria Hinojosa, gave us all
excellent advice: to try and see
yourself in those most unlike
you, to "F. 0 .P." (focus on the
positives), and to remember not
to bum your bridges. Hinojosa's
most humorous advice was
perhaps the most rational:
don't mess with the IRS.
During the 5 p.m.
ceremony for the College of
Arts and Sciences and the
College of Business and Public
Administration, Student
Commencement Speaker and
mother of five Shaniqua Jones
acknowledged the trials and
tribulations one must endure to
earn their degree, and she also
mentioned the significance
of the many people and
organizations one represents
along their journey.
In both ceremonies, Dr.
Rashida Mohammed's Call to
Order and Dr. Elaine P.
Maimon's Presidential Address
were phenomenal. Dr.
Mohammed quoted Lee Ann
Womack's I Hope You Dance, a
personal favorite of my own.
One of the verses says,
" ... when you get the choice to
sit it out or dance, I hope you

dance." Dr. Mohammed
expressed that a degree is a
ticket to the dance hall, and
graduates are not only obligated
to dance, but they should also
have others follow them in their
footsteps.
Dr. Maimon offered two
essential pieces of advice that
her mentor, former Arizona
State University president
Dr. Lattie Coor, gave to the
graduates of his university.
The advice was simple: keep
learning, and help others. She
noted that commencement
marks a beginning, and whether
through academia or
experiences, graduates should
continue their development, and
influence others to do the same.
The speakers of the ceremonies
left an immense impression on
me to make the most out of my
ventures, and I wasn't even
graduating! I can only imagine
the number of attendees who
were moved, inspired, or
motivated by the deliveries of
the speakers, or by witnessing
the progression of their loved
ones.
My brief experience at the
2013 Commencement inspired
me to do more to enrich my
academic experience, and
heightened my eagerness to
cross the stage myself. After
seeing all of the work that the
GSU community puts into the
ceremony, I'm confident that the
next (and every) ceremony will
be sure to be an unforgettable
event for all who attend.
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2013
The class of 2013 celebrated Commencement on Saturday, June 8, with two ceremonies at the Tinley Park Convention
Center. The class of 2013 included approximately 1,500 graduates receiving Bachelor's, Master's, and Doctoral degrees.
GSU President
Dr. Elaine P.
Maimon
addresses the
audience during
the evening
ceremony.
Photo courtesy
ofGSU's
department
of Marketing and
Communications.
Graduates celebrate their big day. Photo courtesy of
Tammy Leathem Photography via Facebook.

Michael Griffin, a Social Work
major, speaks at the morning
ceremony. Photo courtesy of
Tammy Leathem Photography.

Journalist Maria Hinojosa speaks to the
audience at the morning ceremony.
Hinojosa received an honorary doctorate
from GSU. Photo courtesy of Tammy
Leathem Photography.

Shaniqua Jones, a graduate
student receiving her Master's
in Criminal Justice, speaks at
the evening ceremony. Photo
courtesy of GSU's department of
Marketing and Communications.

Congratulations to the GSU class o£2013!
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save more
with a college
grad rebate*
2013 FIESTA

2013 FUSION

2013 MUSTANG*

2013 FOCUS

2011B ESCAPE
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2013 EXPLORER

VanDrunen Ford
183rd & Kedzie ·Homewood· 708-798-1668

Drive one.

vandrunenford.com
find us on

IJ by searching VanDrunen Ford

"'program #33468. Proof of student eligibility required. i.e. school I. D. class schedule, diploma. Excludes Mustang Boss 302,

Mustang Shelby GT500, F150 Raptor. See dealer for complete details.
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Hawks, Bruins face off
in Stanley Cup flnals

Chicago Blackhawks star Patrick Kane celebrates his game winning goal against
the Los Angeles Kings with Blackhawks center Andrew Shaw. The win propelled
the Blackhawks to their second Stanley Cup final in four years.

By Steve Luzzo
Contributing Writer

The Blackhawks have just won the Western Conference finals and
are heading to the Stanley Cup finals starting on Wednesday. They will
be matched up to another Original Six team, the Boston Bruins. This
will be the first meeting of two Original Six teams since the 1979
Stanley Cup (Original Six meaning that when the NHL was first formed
there were only six teams: the Bruins, Blackhawks, Red Wings,
Canadiens, Rangers, and Maple Leafs.)
This is extremely exciting for me and for the rest of Chicago land.
But after the high fives and fists pumps that were flying through my
living room I have come to realize that the Hawks have not won
anything ... yet.
Boston is a tremendous team, shutting down their Eastern
Conference rival, the number one ranked Pittsburgh Penguins.

Smart justice

Not only did they beat the Penguins, but the Bruins annihilated them.
Giving up only two goals through a four game sweep against one of the
best offenses in the game is something that Hawks fans need to take a
look at.
Many players on the Hawks have not yet stepped up to the level that
they should be at. I am hoping that in the next few days the fire within
bums and they figure out whatever it is that has been hampering them.
All that Patrick Kane needed to do was "steal" a goal in game 4 that
would have gone in the net anyways from Brian Bickell. That "stolen"
goal got Kane's juices flowing though, because in game 5 (that I am sure
you watched like all good Chicagoans do) Kaner stole the show with a
goal that not only sealed his hat trick (3 goals in one game) but finished
off the game in the second overtime.
I am ready for Boston. They have a goalie that is extremely hot right
now (Tuukka Rask), a giant with the fastest slap-shot in hockey
(Zdeno Chara), and an opponent that the Blackhawks have already
played against in the Stanley Cup finals ... of 1992 (Jaromir Jagr).
The players on the Blackhawks that I think will make an impact in
the Cup are Jonathan Toews (who fed Kane the winning goal to finish
off the Kings), Patrick Kane (because he got hot in game 5, gotta carry
that mojo over), and Niklas Hjalmarsson (he has looked great recently,
and really been putting it all out on the ice akin to Duncan Keith of
2010).
Corey Crawford needs to look sharp, and not allow any bad goals
past. Boston is really good and really hot right now. Craw will need to
be at his best.
My Prediction; Blackhawks in 7 (it's going to be a classic.)
Go Hawks!

continuedtrompg 1

prison. Once Cappas felt secure with his decision to become a business
owner, he began to reflect on his criminal past. He wanted to give back
to the community as an anti-drug activist to make amends for past
indiscretions, or as he has stated, he wanted to do penance for his past
acts.
Cappas often speaks publicly about his past and his present,
and he frequently fields tough questions, as he did during his talk with
GSU students. During the question and answer session, one student
stated that she does not believe it was fair that he received a free college
education while most of the audience had to take out student loans to
pay for theirs. Cappas said that he understood the sensitive side of the
issue, and that it was not fair that honest citizens had to go in debt
to pay for their college education while convicted criminals had the
opportunity to earn a free college education. However, on the
dispassionate side, Cappas stressed that from a taxpayer's perspective,
it is advisable to give convicted criminals the ability to acquire an
education and employment skills to become productive members of
society, rather than to release them with few additional skills or keep
them incarcerated for long periods of time.
The same student continued to press Cappas on the subject of the
unfairness of free education and skill training for convicted criminals.
Cappas, in response,shared two personal stories he observed while in
prison. First, he told of the many times he witnessed individuals who
survived numerous years in prison, yet showed total fear in their eyes
when their discharge date was approaching, suggesting that a lack of
release preparation does more harm than good.

Cappas also spoke of an incident that occured while he was watching
the movie "Executioner's Song." In one part of the movie, the main
character murders two men in two separate robberies. Cappas said he
asked out loud "Why did he have to do that?" The person sitting next to
him yelled out that he had to do what he had to do to survive.
Cappas then asked the individual pressing him on the injustice of
free education for prisoners, "What if the people in the film that got shot
were people you knew and the shooter was an ex-prison felon and he
had the mindset that he had to do what he had to do to survive?" Cappas
followed up by asking, "Would the public be better off releasing
criminals into the streets with no chance of surviving other than to
continue criminal activities?" The student did not have an answer.
It is understandable to identify with the frustration of the student
asking why prisoners should receive a free college education while
honest, hard-working individuals have to go into debt to receive the
same benefit. Nonetheless, we must ask ourselves, as a society are we
willing to invest the financial resources in education and work skill
programs to reduce recidivism while prisoners are incarcerated?
It is a hard statement to sell to the public in today's financial times.
On the other hand, it is not realistic, financially or constitutionally, to
keep prisoners incarcerated for extended lengths of time without
opportunities for self-improvement that will reduce the rate of
recidivism. Incorporating Cappas' emotional approach, along with the
financial cost argument of investing in educational programs and work
skill training in prisons to reduce the rate of recidivism can be a winning
approach.

The
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The Pulse
etween the Lines review
By Samantha Kaspar
Staff Writer

I love Jodi Picoult. The first book of
that I ever read was, of course, My
's Keeper. I know that most people
to read the book before the movie
vV<Uv~ out, but I'm the opposite. If I love a
book, I'm going to hate the movie, but if I like the movie, I'm going to
love the book. Make sense?
So anyways, I read My Sister's Keeper after the movie came out and
I think it started a Jodi Picoult kick for me. I read The Pact and House
Rules, and she went on the list of author's I put on my Christmas and
birthday lists. Typical nerd, every time my mom asks for a wish list, I
google authors I like and pick out some of their books. Which is how I
discovered Between the Lines.
I found this book this past Christmas, and I liked the story line so I
added it to my already long list of books. It took me a few months to get
around to reading it, because I always manage to have at least five books

. '
C USSffl

0fl

campus

I want to read at a time. I finally picked it up, and finished it within the
week.
First of all, I found out that Picoult wrote this with her daughter,
Samantha Van Leer. Apparently, Van Leer had the idea to write a story
about what happens to the characters in a book when the book is closed.
Kind of like the Toy Story of books.
Between the Lines ended up being nothing like I expected. It was
such a cool idea to imagine that the characters in a book actually have
real lives outside of the one that was written for them. It made me think
about Scarlett, and Jo, and Anne at Green Gables and imagine that they
were still around even when I wasn't reading their stories.
As an adult, I enjoyed the book, but it's something young adults
would enjoy as well. It is a book that I would have liked to read with my
mom, and one that I would one day like to read with my daughter. It was
a very easy read, and it was a very cute story.
Phoenix readers can find more of Samantha's reviews at
samanthasshelves. blogspot. com

Continuedfrompg 1

a lot in class. I do not know what I say, it just comes out. I'm really not
self-aware. I know if I say a bad word by people's reactions."
Jean Williams, another GSU student, said of foul language, "People
have just started saying it. People in the 60's, if people called someone a
B---- it was fighting words. It's language, in the vocabulary, it's on
Maury's show. Just say it quietly, they don't have to be so loudly, be
discreet."
Opinions abound online about what exactly are offensive words. The
website,www.ll points.com, created a list of the most popular swear
words on television. The list is comprised of words that were bleeped
out of TV programs.
More than one professor on campus uses words like F---, P-----,
C---, or allows students to speak without correction. Some professors
and students claim that C--- is in the mainstream now. Students using
vulgar words say "Excuse my French .... "and continue to speak before
letting anyone object. That is akin to smokers lighting up and not
waiting for a reply. Behavior like this can put the other party in an
uncomfortable position.
Professor Marilyn Yirku, Academic Coordinator of the
Communications Programs, had some interesting observations about
who controls the classroom and the problem in general. Yirku said,
" ... (the) instructor (controls the classroom) without a doubt. The tone is
set the first day of class. It should be maintained .Society needs to take a
step back and counter this."
Professor Arness Krause, Coach of the Forensic Speaking Team,
said, "It's unnecessary. Isn't there other language we could use that
would just be as effective but more respectful of one another?"
There are two mainstreams in conflict with one another on the
subject. Television and the media provide a very different look at what

type of language is acceptable than the other mainstream, which consists
of Fortune 500 companies' reps out to dinner with clients to close an
account, or families visiting with Grandma
We are in the "Shift Age" as detailed by Futurist David Houle in an
article by Andrew Kriz in the April 3 issue of the Phoenix. Everything is
changing rapidly and will continue to do so.
It may be impossible to control the use offensive in our society.
Freedom of speech is constituionally guaranteed by the First
Amendment of the United States Constitution. As GSU student Liam
Ryan said. "I don't think you can (prevent people from usnig foul
language). There is not going to be any enforcement, freedom of
speech."
The solution could be simple. There are a few creative examples
which can be used to deal with the issue of swearing on campus. The
now defunct Coys Bakery in Bradley, IL, for example, had a bell which
was dinged by employees when the talk turned offensive. The sitcom,
Portlandia, had an F -----g situation in a vegan restaurant, where the
waitress sent the gassy customers to the F-----g Patio. This could work
with foul language.
Maybe the two camps of language could share the cafeteria annex on
the first floor on odd and even months. There could be a sign posted,
P----d off Patio, or Professional Patio, to discreetly but firmly establish
areas of conversational limits. Just like smokers, the question could be
among friends, "Where do you prefer to sit?" No big deal! Perhaps a
new international symbol could be posted with a red circle and bar over
the?!@#$, as a signal to all of the "Professional Patio."

Cussin' on campus opinion poll
........
{

__ l . do not want?!#@$ on.campus, at all and wish the.faculty would enforce this~

Drop off your choice at the mailbox outside the. l~hoenix office by FrilLy, June 28 to make your opinion known,!
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Low effort, high flavor recipes
for sutntnertitne fun
By Anna Soloff
Contributing Writer

Deviled Eggs with Hummus-A new twist
to an old favorite
The fun thing with this dish is you can try
many different varieties of hummus. My
personal preference is roasted garlic or
spinach.
Ingredients:
-6 hardboiled eggs, peeled and cut
lengthwise
-2 cups of desired hummus
Remove yolks from eggs and discard or
save to make traditional deviled eggs for a
variety. With a pastry bag, a freezer bag
with the comer cut off, or if you are really
adventurous you can attempt it with a
spoon (a bit messier but still does the trick)
pipe hummus on egg halves. You can
sprinkle with finely chopped parsley,
paprika, crushed red pepper or whatever
else you might fancy.
Roasted Garlic Hummus:
-1 can chickpeas
-2 tablespoons of roasted garlic
-Y2 tablespoons lemon juice
-1 tablespoon olive oil
-Yl teaspoon oregano
In a food processor, process beans, garlic,
olive oil, lemon juice and oregano until
desired consistency. If hummus it too
thick, simply add olive oil in small
increments (1 /2 teaspoon) until desired
consistency.
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Spinach Hummus:
you're ~uulXoll~
-Yl cup of fresh, chopped spinach
""rr'""'"" festival,
-14 cup tahini
I$OJP')'e1thi,tltg
fun for evezyoue ~ Here are just a few
-2 tablespoons garlic
l,lllJWJ,tg,llts for June and early July:
-3 tablespoons lemon juice
Oakley Festa!
Homer Commun~JY
-2 tablespoons olive oil
Pasta! Vino!
Fest
-14 teaspoon kosher salt
June
14-16
June.
i20-23
In a food processor, process beans, garlic,
s. Oakley A,ve. '
151st
spinach and olive oil. Add lemon and salt
uru1cat:ro IlG
Bomer
and blend. If spinach hummus it too thick,
Tliis
festival
add 1 tablespoon water until desired
Independence Day p
consistency. Hummus should be smooth
on June 22 at 11 am.
and creamy.
kicks off at the intersection
ofl5lst and Parker.
Corn and Macaroni Casserole-Sounds
different but it is truly tasty!
Ingredients
-1 can creamed com
-1 can whole kernel com
-1 cup macaroni (I use elbows or shells)
Matteson IL
-1 stick butter
$5
for adults
Montrose and Broadway in "
-8 ounces cubed processed cheese or 8
Cbildren.under
6
are
free
Chicago's
Uptown
slices of American cheese
neighborhood, then
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. In a
. ough the .'-'.n.II\.C\11~
casserole dish, mix together the creamed
com, whole kernel com and uncooked
macaroni. Slice the butter and mix that
...,.u:..r·,..reen
along with the cheese in as well. I also
and 1-lr,Auu·nrlo
add a few extra cheese slices on top in the
July4
last 10 minutes of baking but the dish is
Duffy Park;
already rich and delicious without it. I just
S. ~'-'U.'"-"'
9101
happen to be a cheese junkie! Bake,
covered, for 30 minutes. Remove cover,
stir, and continue baking, uncovered for
another 20-30 minutes, depending on your
oven. You will know it is ready when the
pasta is tender and the cheese is nice and
gooey. Remove from the oven, stir and let
it cool. I always pair it with some
Hawaiian bread or a nice flaky French
bread.
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Crossword
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Ronafct E. Daly
"Ttte t.adershlp
ofehtnge'"
June 17
6:30 • ?:30 p.m.
Engbretson Hall

Patrick Real
"'S there a Olfference between
-~ad COrpOrate Leadership?"
June 19
6:30 • '1~30 p.m.
~t$00HaU

XKCD: Einstein
'ltf'17:
IT$ /I1Ff:JSSI/!l£

1b AND A GQ:)O
SAt&>UICH
IN 1HIS 1l>\Jt.L

OOH, EX(J1'1t4Gt

I

I

"XKCD" is a webcomic "of romance, sarcasm, math, and language" run by Randall
Munroe. To read the latest, head to xkdc.com

PHD:
Your f.-iend is graduating.

Should you be happy for them?

ACROSS
1. Burn with hot water
6. Bit of gossip
10. Fraud
14. Optical maser
15. Connecting point
16. Sit for a photo
17. Drink garnish
18. Sleigh
19. Send forth
20. Recreation area
22. Formally surrender
23. A period of
discounted prices
24. Hang around
26. Peddle
30. Grayish brown
31. Historic period
32. Threesome
33. Cain's brother
35. Warning signal
39. Disentangle
41. Diagonal
43. Tropical nut
44. River of Spain
46. Stars
47. Permit
49. It comes from a
hen
50. Labels

51. Strong suit
54. Rectum
56. Weightlifters pump
this
57. Bowels
63. 10 cent coin
64. Breathe hard
65. Wear away
66. Air force heroes
67. Leave out
68. Chain of hills
69. Back talk
70. Apollo astronaut
Slayton
71. s s s s
DOWN
1. Swill
2. Phone
3. Largest continent
4. Tax
5. Sediments
6. Without hope of
solution
7. Methylbenzene
8. Biblical garden
9. Interfere
10. An expert
11. Astronomical visitor
12. Comment to the

audience
13. Gauge
21. Radiolocation
25. By mouth
26. Counterfoil
27. Sea eagle
28. Enumerate
29. Solitariness
34. Spectacles
36. Shade of blue
37. A step on a ladder
38. Untidyness
40. Away from the wind
42.Phony
45. A member of the
beat generation
48. A three-legged rack
51. King with a golden
touch
52. Genus of heath
53. Volumes
55. Cubic meter
58. What a person is
called
59. Colored part of an
eye
60. Gestures of assent
61. Border
62. Views
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Did they start
their studies
before you did?
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PHD" ("Piled Higher & Deeper'?, a comic about being a graduate student, is by
Jorge Cham. Updates occur about twice per week. To read more comics, head
www.PHDcomics.com
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Why are you wasting
t ime going to their
graduation? You
should be working~
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Are you close to
graduating
yourself?
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